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  Commodores Report :                 IRA BIGELEISEN           

 

  

 

May Events 

May has come and gone with our best opener for Wet Wednesdays in recent 

memory and some of the strangest May weather Southern California has 

ever seen. Thanks to Doug Fajardo, Gene Beville and the Race Committee 

for getting Wet Wednesdays off to a great start. As of press time, the 

Anacapa to Port race had not been run, but the crew of Sunny girl was 

hoping for a good showing. 

 

On another note, as you may know Gene Beville and I are on the Board of 

the Pacific Corinthian Youth Foundation. In May, we both got our Level 

One Instructorôs Certification from US Sailing. This is an arduous four-day 

course (five days including First Aid and CPR), which includes sailboat 

handling and instruction, and safety boat handling as well. I havenôt sailed 

anything smaller than Sunny Girl in some time, so moving around in a small dinghy and the capsize drill 

were quite challenging for me. Nonetheless, I learned a great deal and feel very confident about teaching 

sailing to anyone. 

 

In the clubhouse, we have had some great dinners and a wonderful party for Cinco de Mayo. Attendance has 

been fabulous and weôve been having a blast. Thanks to Joe Underwood and everyone else who has helped 

out. 

 

Clubhouse 

The Building Committee has been working diligently on getting us temporary quarters for after the New 

Year. Weôve narrowed down our options to three, and we will ask you for your opinions at a special meeting 

to be held in July. Please watch for more details in the next Mainsheet and via e-mail.  

 

I look forward to seeing you both inside and on the water! 

 

Ira Bigeleisen 
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Vice Commodores Report:      ROBERT UNDERWOOD        

 

 

 

Ahoy club members, 

 

Let me take this time to recap some of the exciting activities that have gone on this last month.  Our Wet 

Wednesday started May 7
th
, which had a huge turn out, 28 boats, drawing over 150 people to the club for the 

after race BBQ/dinner.  Come join in the fun and racing stories.  If you havenôt attended a Wet Wednesday 

for a while, you are missing out on how the club comes alive when itôs full of racers.  Our Saturday night 

dinners continue to draw in a steady flow, and there is no better view in the harbor to have a glass of wine 

and watch the sunset.  I would like to thank our dinner ODôs S.K Leong / Caroline for preparing a wonderful 

Teriyaki Chicken dinner and my lovely wife, Joanne, for helping me prepare the BBQ Ribs and rotisserie 

chicken and Doug Fajardo who prepared a tasty home cooked spaghetti dinner. My hat off to all the 

members and friends that helped pitch in for preparations and clean-upé 

 

Our Cinco de Mayo was a huge success, with 55 people in attendance.  We were treated to a wonderful 

Mexican dinner with all the trimmings and celebrated Jerzy Poprawski bringing home the Secretary of State 

trophy for winning first place in his class in the New Port to Ensenada Race.   

 

I will be calling upon our new members to help out on Wet Wednesday for the second O.D.ôs shift starting at 

7:00 PM on Wednesday nights to help facilitate preparation and clean up for the huge crowds that have been 

showing up for the premier racing event in the harbor.  We are generating a lot of revenue for the club by 

hosting this great event.  So I call upon all our members to pitch in to give a hand to make this event as 

smooth as possible.   

 

Our big event this month is our annual Casino Night, so come out and join us at the club Saturday June 14
th
 

and see if Lady Luck is on your side.  This should be a whole lot of fun; we will have roulette, poker and 

black jack...  dinner will include chips to playé 

See you all at the game tablesé 

 

Just a reminder to all, we have an overnight cruise coming up on June 21
st
 & 22

nd
 to Santa Cruz Island, 

Smugglers Cove.  Contact Crosby Swartz or Larry Listing for more details. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events for June 2008 

 

Saturday, 5/24 Club Closed For Memorial Day weekend 

Saturday, 5/31 Race/Dinner Anacapa to Port ï O.D. Race Committee & Underwoodôs 

Saturday, 6/07 Dinner - O.D. Bigeleisen 

Saturday, 6/14 CASINO Night/Dinner ï O.D. Underwoodôs 

Saturday, 6/21 Dinner ï O.D. Russakoffôs 
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Saturday, 6/28 Dinner ï O.D. Schlageterôs 

 

Wet Wednesday O.D.ôs for June 2008 

 

Wednesday, 5/28 - O.D. 1
st
 Shift: Bigeleisen / 2

nd
 Shift: Open 

Wednesday, 6/04 ï O.D. 1
st
 Shift: Frallic / 2

nd
 Shift: Open 

Wednesday, 6/11 ï O.D. 1
st
 Shift: Sytten / 2

nd
 Shift: Cocoran 

Wednesday, 6/18 ï O.D. 1
st
 Shift: King / 2

nd
 Shift: McCue 

Wednesday, 6/25 ï O.D. 1
st
 Shift: Starai / 2

nd
 Shift: Vesey/Byerly 

 

If the date presents a challenge for you, please contact another member and switch with them.  Then contact 

me so that I can change the duty roster.     

robertjosephunderwood@yahoo.com or home phone (805) 529-0934 

 

The club is having some of the best turn outs for events that we have had in a long time.  I would like to 

thank all of our members for making this year so great.  

 

See you at the club, 

 

Joe Underwood  

Vice Commodore AYC 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://us.f600.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=robertjosephunderwood@yahoo.com
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  This nõ That                 JR. STAFF COMMODORE DAVID RANDLE  
 

 
I want to start off this month by extending my congratulations to all the AYCers who competed in this yearôs 

Ensenada Race. Boats sailing under the AYC burgee included S.K Leongôs brand new 1421 and Jerry Rothôs 

Rainbow in Cruising GC, Doug Dodgeôs Moonshadow in PHRF J, Dave Gorneyôs No Compromise in Sprit 

A, and Jerzy Poprawskiôs Superluminal in Sprit B. Iôm sure that 

many other AYC members made the trip south aboard other boats 

as well ï our membership is too flush with sailing talent for it to be 

otherwise! To all of you who participated in Ensenada, 

congratulations and thanks for continuing the long-standing AYC 

tradition of racing excellence. 

 

I canôt tell you how much I have missed being a part of AYCôs Wet 

Wednesdays this year. Weôve had no such excitement yet back here 

on the East coast, though the sailing season is finally starting to 

take shape. Our WW season begins May 28, and Iôm hoping to get out on one boat or another if work 

commitments permit. In the meantime, every Wednesday evening I pause to consider what you all are 

enjoying out there, and wish I could be there to share it! 

 

Boat of the MONth   
 

This monthôs Boat of the Month winner is an obvious choice, all the more so for the nominations I received 

on her behalf. You all should recall that one of my selection criteria is ñperformance on the race course under 

the AYC burgeeò, and the yacht in question more than earned BotM recognition by absolutely outdoing 

herself in one of the most prestigious events on the West Coast, namely the aforementioned Ensenada Race. 

Through careful planning, skilled execution in accordance with the plan, persistence, and absolute focus on 

sailing fast, this yacht WON HER CLASS in one of the more demanding and competitive classes in the 

event. Iôm referring, of course, to Jerzy Poprawskiôs Flying Tiger 10m, Superluminal.  

 

When I asked Jerzy what the secret of his success was, he modestly replied that there was no secret involved, 

just ñhard work, little bit of luck and proper prediction of windò. There are normally three strategies for this 

race: go outside in search of offshore winds, hug the 

beach to capture the shore breeze, or go down the 

rhumbline to minimize the distance sailed. After 

analyzing the barometric situation, Jerzy decided that 

going close to coast would be very risky, so he opted 

to sail outside looking for wind. It worked -- midnight 

Friday found Superluminal 8 NM west of Coronado, 

well down the course. Although the wind became 

very light in the wee hours, at 4am they started 

moving southerly and by 7am they were once again 

reaching under spinnaker, now only 39 NM out of 

Ensenada. Jerzy emphasized that at this point it was 
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constant work, jibing repeatedly to stay in the shifting wind and keep the boat pointed down the course. At 

one point he reported that they went too far south into Todos Santos Bay and sailed into a hole, but shortly 

they saw Funatic moving with good speed in the north, so they jibed and headed toward the Big Red Boat. 

They continued to play the shifting breeze to good effect, and after some 25-30 jibes they crossed the finish 

line with a good 8 knots of boatspeed, ahead of Funatic by about 25 minutes. As it turned out, that finish was 

good enough for a first in class! Jerzy complimented both Superluminal as a ñgood boatò (well, thereôs an 

understatement!) and his crew of Randy, Rocky, and Hank who ñworked very hardò (another 

understatement, to be sure). They finished very tired, pleased with their accomplishment but without any 

expectation that they had achieved so much. Jerzy emphasized that one of the keys to their success was that 

they ñ...raced any boat that was in our vicinity. I believe that this alone helps a lot.ò I couldnôt agree more. 

Please join me in congratulating Superluminal as AYC Boat of the Month for May! 

 

With regard to future BotM recognition, let me once again solicit your nominations, especially considering 

that the process again worked so well for this month. I wonôt clutter these pages with yet another reminder of 

how this process is supposed to work ï if you need a refresher, check out last monthôs Mainsheet. But please 

keep those nominations coming ï please submit them to me via email at sailj29@optimum.net by the 10th of 

each month. 

 

 

Iron Man Award   
 

Yes, I have just created a whole new award. (Gotta fill up my allotted space with something if Iôm going to 

stay on Editor Peteôs good side!) Seriously, every now and then I witness somebody doing something that I 

believe required extraordinary skill, strength, and endurance, and just such an occasion occurred recently 

when our own Doug Dodge brought his boat back from Ensenada.  I donôt think I could do the story justice, 

so hereôs the narrative in Dougôs own words: 

 

I finally made it home! What a week! 

 

I set out for home (single handed) Monday morning. I buddy boated with my friends on Main 

Squeeze (Schock 35). Monday was a very nice day going up the coast to San Diego. Warm temps and 

little wind. We arrived in San Diego around 7pm. We rafted at SDYC. What a beautiful club! 

 

After a good meal and a nightôs sleep, we started across to Catalina. The weather was predicted to be 

good for the crossing, but we were worried about the next day to Channel Islands. The winds were 

predicted to come into the channel at around 25 - 45 knots. We decided to go for it. We left the 

harbor at 8:30am. The day started out nice, but the weather started to build fairly early. By 12pm we 

were in 15-20 with swells 5-7 feet. Three other boats around us turned down and ran to Newport, but 

we pressed on. When the wind started topping 20 knots, I closed all the hatches, put on the foulies 

and started hand steering to negotiate the swells. I was running a reefed main and the engine moving 

at 7 -7.5 knots. Unfortunately we had 1 - 2 knots of current. The weather built to 20 -25 knots for a 

few hours then went to 25 - 30 for the remainder of the day. I had lots of water over the bow and lots 

of spray to the face, but remained in control and totally comfortable with the conditions. Itôs amazing 

what you can get used to. After hours of 25 - 30 knots, when it finally calmed down to 20 knots it 

mailto:sailj29@optimum.net
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seemed like no wind at all. We made Avalon before dark! This was a nice change from the last two 

years [when we didnôt get in until after 10pm]. 

  
For the final leg up to Channel Islands, the weather reports were not good. We decided we would 

have to stay on Catalina for another day to wait it out. To shorten the trip we move up to Two 

Harbors Wednesday. What a cool little harbor. 

 

The weather the next day showed an opening in the morning with BIG wind building back in the 

channel in the afternoon. We departed at 6:30am. This crossing turned out to be the most pleasant 

ever! Smooth seas, calm wind and multiple whale shows! We arrived in the harbor at 4pm just as the 

wind really picked up as predicted. 

 

All I can say is ï wow. And single-handed, at that. Iron Man, indeed! 

 

Report from the Racecourse  
 

Since the rest of this column has been so racing-centric, Iôll hold off reporting any more from the racecourse 

until next time, when hopefully Iôll be able to give you a personal account of the 2008 Anacapa to Port race! 

 

 
Thatôs it for this month. May you all have fair winds and smooth seas!  
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Youth Activities                STAFF C0MMODORE GENE BVILLE  
 
 

Once again I am pleased to report that the Youth Sailing Program is alive and growing. Here is the 

latest news. 

I believe that we are getting a good reputation for our youth sailing events among the finest southern 

California yacht clubs. I thank all of you who support our youth sailing program from the bottom of my 

heart.  We couldnôt do it without you. 

The first event in the US Sabot schedule for 2008 season was the SCYA Midwinterôs at DRYC. 

Annie Rossi sailed to victory in A fleet (ten boats) with four bullets, four seconds, a third and two fourths. As 

you may recall, Annie won first place at the US Sabot Nationals last year, and the perpetual trophy now 

resides in the AYC trophy case. 

 The second event in the US Sabot schedule for 2008 season was the Muddy Feet Regatta (HP#2) at 

Santa Monica Windjammers YC. Annie Rossi again sailed to victory in A fleet. We expect Annie to vie for 

first place honors in every remaining 2008 US Sabot High Point regatta, as well as to repeat at the US Sabot 

Nationals.  Annie was unable to compete in HPs #3 and #4, but will be back on track for the rest of the 

season.   Outstanding effort!  

Parker Jellison sailed to fifteenth place, followed by Annie Rossi in sixteenth out of forty-something 

formidable competitors in Laser Radials at the Ullman/Frost event held at Santa Barbara to celebrate Cinco 

de Mayo. This is Parkerôs and Annieôs best effort, so far.    The only way to lose in sailing is to quit, and 

there is no quit in our team. I know you share my great pride in the outstanding accomplishments of our 

young sailors. 

The next events in the 2008 US Sabot schedule are Del Rey YCôs Spring Regatta #2 on Saturday, 

June 14, followed by Semana Nautica at Santa Barbara YC on Saturday June 28.  SBYC and Santa Barbara 

Seashell Association will host the US Sabot Nationals the weekend of August 9-10. 

Racing Coach Craig Wilson and Head Instructor Geno Beville have been working hard together to 

bring out the best in our young sailors and their efforts have been very successful.  Our sailors have been 

steadily moving up through the fleets and showing great promise for the future.  We are very grateful for the 

contributions that Craig and his family as well as all the other families who have made to the success of the 

racing program.   

The Pacific Corinthian Youth Foundation is preparing for the Summer Sailing program which offers 

five two-week sessions, starting June 9. PCYF President Lee Fleischer, Head Instructor Geno Beville and I 

extend an invitation to think about any youngsters between the ages of 8 and 18 who might be interested in 

learning how to sail this summer. This year we have again engaged the outstanding collegiate sailors on the 

CSUCI Racing Team to form the core of our instructor staff.  We are looking forward to our best year ever. 

Let us know as soon as possible to reserve a space.  Our website is pcyf.org.  

AYC hosts Thundering Thursdays Regattas each Thursday afternoon. Come by and help out, or just 

check it out.      

We also participate in the US Sabot High Point Series, the High School and College Series and other 

local regattas as far as scheduling and other factors permit  

Finally, PCYF is always in need of your generous donations.  We can use Sabots, Lasers, outboard 

motors, etc., and of course, cash.  Give me a call at 985-7921 if you wish to recommend a student, volunteer 

your services, have any questions, or wish to make a donation.  Stay tunedé 

 

Gene Beville, 

Racing and Youth Chairman, AYC Program Director, PCYF 


