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After a fast and busy January, February is here, the days are beautiful, and the sunsets seem to be their best this time of year, cool evenings and the days are just getting longer.  Won’t be long before the winds of March start to blow from the north and the water gets a little challenging for racers and cruisers alike. 

The whales are coming down the coast and heading to Baja to deliver their young, mate and head back up north.  For those of you that have not been around for a while, we have had Orca sightings; they are feeding right off the coast here. There have been many sightings in the shipping lanes between the oil platforms Gina and Gilda. More whale sightings out in the gap of the islands. Looking forward to future trips

In these hard economic times the club is starting the year out strong, the membership committee put together a membership drive/member appreciation day, lots of members and people came down to support the drive and everyone had a good time. It was even better that many members wore their Anacapa shirts to show how together we really are. I was little worried when you saw nothing but blue shirts walking around, but as the afternoon progressed, more and more people started to stop in and say hi and have a beer and a hot dog. I think if we gave an award or a free dinner ticket to the person or persons who brought in the most guests, it would have to be a tie between Don and Bobbie Lehman and Gary Goodman.  Everyone you shook hands with was either from H dock or they knew Gary.  All and all, It just goes to show you out of all the advertisements we provided, good ole fashioned word of mouth and attitude shows what a club is all about. We will be putting more open houses together throughout the year. 
There have been a few emails with save the date put out, Trish and I have been working on the Commodores Ball, by now you were supposed to get an invitation, if not contact Tina Brayton or Joleen Darlan and make sure your address is correct on the club roster. In our haste to get things out the door in a timely matter so everyone could get the date on the calendar, we noticed we forgot to mention that there is a vegetarian meal available. You can opt for a portabella mushroom stuffed with vegetables. Please write Portabella Mushroom on your RSVP so we can get a count. Our apologies.

Be safe, looking forward to seeing everyone in the coming weeks.  

 Randy and Trish

Commodore

2011
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January was certainly a month choc o block full of activities. Several folks gathered at the club to ring in the New Year in style. The champagne flowed as the ball dropped in Times Square. A good time was had by all.

[image: image12.wmf]On January 11th the Channel Islands Women’s Sailing Association (CIWSA) held their monthly meeting at the AYC clubhouse. My better half, Tina Brayton served a wonderful chicken picata and fettuccini dinner that was enjoyed by all those that attended. After dinner our very own Commodore Randy Alcorn presented his man overboard presentation. As many know Randy was involved in an extremely dangerous man overboard situation when he was sailing in a local race when a part failed on the boat he was on and the boom knocked him off the boat. That day the wind and waves were up and thing got pretty dicey. Thanks to an observant worker on an oil rig and to the quick response of the Ventura County search and rescue Randy is with us to remind us how important it is to wear a life jacket. If you haven’t heard all the details first hand, grab Randy and ask him about his experience the next time you see him at the clubhouse.

This month we had the first of open house / member appreciation day at the AYC club house. We have started these events for two reasons. Number one as a tool to achieve my goal of a 25 % membership increase and number two as an event to acknowledge the hard working members of this club. It was truly a grand sight to see the members in attendance wearing their light blue AYC polo shirts. To the newcomers and first timers to the club it was a great display of club unity. If you do not have one of these high quality polos see Mike Taylor or Tina Brayton to order yours asap.  Junior Staff Commodore Gary Goodman invited several folks from Anacapa Isle marina, where his boat Alcyone is slipped, to come across the harbor and enjoy a free hotdog and beverage. Several prospective members received club information and were impressed with the picture boards placed around the club. Take moment to check these picture boards out the next time you are at the clubhouse.

One day late last year Tina and I were cleaning things up around the clubhouse and I found several AYC yearbooks. There are records of the previous years in pictures and articles. I noticed that there used to be "speaker meetings" on the last Friday of the month in conjunction with our general meetings.  I don’t recall in my time, of ever seeing a speaker meeting on a Friday night dinner so I decided to bring these events back to the membership. The speaker may be a local sail maker, rigger or perhaps a representative from the harbor patrol or US Coast Guard. 

I wasn’t sure who we were going to get for our first speaker for the month for January early on. I was going thru one of the old year books when I noticed a familiar name. A guy by the name of Scot Tempesta was brought up in AYC junior sailing program. He sailed in many club events and even made it to the Prince Of Wales Bowl Match Racing Championships on Martha’s Vineyard, MA. Three sailors from the west coast Scot Tempesta, Dave Trude and Dave Klatt represented Anacapa Yacht Club proudly at this national event. About eleven years ago Scot started a sailing website because he didn’t like what he was seeing from all the other sailing websites that were available back then. www.sailinganarchy.com has become the most popular sailing website in the world with over 90 million hits. Scot describes it as “brash, controversial and entertaining in a way that most sailing websites wouldn’t dare”. Many of the sailors I know including myself check out this website every day.  I thought that since he was a member "back in the day" he might be interested in coming to the club to tell his story about his days at AYC and how and why he started his website. I sent an email to the editor of www.sailinganarchy.com inviting him to come to the club to speak. I did not really expect any kind of response anytime soon. Two hours later I got a reply from Scot saying that he would love to come up and speak to the club.

We advertised the event and when he spoke on Friday Jan 28th we had large gathering of people for dinner and more folks filled the room to hear Scot speak. Many of his old crew mates were in attendance; Gary Swenson, Dave Trude and Tom Quigan just to name a few. Scot was overheard saying” this is like a high school reunion".  Scot spoke for about hour and was very entertaining. He spoke of his days at AYC and "hanging out on B dock in front of the Lobster Trap restaurant after races". He talked about making yacht club membership and especially youth membership in ways of making it "FUN". "Think outside of the box when it comes to making things fun for all", Scot said. One of the things that he said that made sense to me as a racer was "Change the race courses up a bit, make those old races more exciting by adding a new mark to the course. It doesn’t have to be a long leg, just something different to wake the racers up so they are paying more attention". 
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 Scot told the story of how his website got started. He said, " I wrote a letter to a sailing website that had a lot of relevance to what was going on in sailing art the time and the editor of the web site did not print the letter". When Scot inquired to the editor why it wasn’t printed the editor told Scot his letter was too controversial. Scot wrote another letter and it too was denied print. That was all it took for Scot to get going on a sailing website where people could write and speak there minds and not worry about censorship. Scott also brought a large bag of Sailing Anarchy swag which was raffled off to the members. 

Welcome to the newest additions to out AYC family.

Kevin & Brenda Dickmann   Zuma Jay   Cal 25

Tom & Stacey Hudson   Pacific Shredder   Jeanneau 36

Keep coming out to our Friday night socials. The more attendance we have the more FUN we have.

As always if you cannot fulfill your OD duties find a replacement as soon as possible and let me know about any changes

Feb 4th    OD Schwartz

Feb 11th  OD  is TBD

Feb 18th  OD Charlotte and Jerry

Feb 25th  General Meeting OD Weinrich
Sea you at the club!

Vice Commodore

Bill Brayton

From the Rear Commodore                                                Doug Fajardo

I once read a comment by a member of the Coast Guard that they have less boat-in-trouble occurrences with sailors than power boaters, simply because the sailor is (by nature of his hobby) more aware of the wind and wave. In Southern California the weather is so nice and (generally) easy to predict that even the best sailor can be lulled into complacency.
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Well, not this year! Mother nature is giving us a wake-up call here in “the channel” this year. This month alone I've seen warm (over 70) days followed by cold ones. I've seen winds that went from 0 to over 20 between one hour and the next. I've even seen sunshine and rain and sunshine again – all in the same day.  

My point is this – we have the blessing of a sailing season 365 days a year. With that blessing comes responsibility.  Whether we use a sail or a motor, we are all 'boaters'.  Make sure you check the weather before going out, and that you are not only prepared for what is likely to happen, but are ALERT to anything that DOES happen.

Sailors, especially cruisers – WHEN (e.g. at what wind speed) do you furl that jib and/or reef the main?  All boaters - Are you watching the wind on the ocean to see that burst coming at you?  Do you know when the wind direction changes, and what that means to the weather report you reviewed before you left? Are you watching the CHANGES in the wave height and period as the afternoon goes by? 

Gnerally, IF you see it coming, you can deal with it. On the other hand, the Sea is a very jealous Mistress, and if you have the temerity to ignore her, she is NOT shy about knocking you for a loop!

TGIS 'spring' series – Race #2 Results:  The TGIS race series is now co-sponsored by PCYC and AYC together. Race #2 was Sunday, Jan 30TH,  there were 9 boats (5 spinnaker, 4 non-spinnaker) who dared to face the rain and wind.  The rain cleared up, leaving a bright, sunny day that was crystal clear. The winds picked up to hit well over 20 knots, making for an exciting race. 

        Congratulations to all of the competitors who (without exception) finished the race.  Winners and corrected times:


 Spinnaker:  1st: Magic Dragon 1:44:55,   2nd: Sunrise 1:47:08,  3rd Moore Fun. 4th XS 2:02:23, 5th Maine Squeeze 2:02:25 (yes, only TWO SECONDS difference on 4th and 5th! )


Non Spinnaker: 1st Rumblylowe 1:36:48, 2nd Outpatient 1:38:!5,  3rd Flying Carpet 1:47:38. Pacific Shredder 1:54:21

Race management course: The SCYA race management seminar was held Jan 22 as scheduled. AYC was well represented with Gene Beville, Don Anderson and myself in attendance.  This seminar is designed to refresh 'old salts' and teach new recruits how to properly run a Sail boat race. I haven't seen the final results as of this writing, but I think we will see some of our members getting an official “Club PRO” rating.

SCYA RRS 103 – Racing Rules Seminar. Feb 27th at PBYC.  It is a given that a collision at sea is guaranteed to ruin your day.   No matter how bad the collision is,  it becomes much, much worse if  while trying to avoid a collision with another boat, you both turn INTO each other instead of AWAY from each other.   Part 2 of the Racing Rules of Sailing – “When Boats Cross” (Okay, so the section  is really called “When Boats Meet”. But the whole purpose of the section is that they never actually MEET !)  is dedicated to avoiding a collision.  

     The RRS 103 seminar reviews RRS Part 2, and helps to ensure that racers know what to expect the other guy should do, so that both of you can avoid a collision.  See you there!

ST PATRICKS DAY – Preliminary notice: Saturday, March 12 is the date of the Saint Patrick's day race at Anacapa Yacht Club. The official NOR isn't out yet, but this is always a fun race for everyone. 

TGIS 'spring' series – Race #3.  The third and last of the 'spring' TGIS series will be held at PCYC on March 13.  There was some discussion of making this a 'regatta' style race. After discussion with the skippers, it has been decided that this race will be another “off-shore” type race, exactly as stated in the Notice of Race. See you on the course!

All the best,

Doug Fajardo

Rear Commodore

[image: image15.jpg]



[image: image16.jpg]



Jr. Staff Commodore




GARY GOODMAN
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Ahoy AYC members,

Last year I took an eight day cruise to the outer Channel Islands: San Miguel, Santa Rosa, and Santa Cruz.  It was a good adventure, but with only eight days, we just touched the islands.  There is a lot more to explore.  This year I’d like to take more trips to Santa Cruz, get a couple of trips in to Catalina Island and also go to Santa Rosa Island.  Of course I will ask if any AYCers would like to come along in their boats.

I have a couple other trips in the planning stages.  In August, I am planning another tour in the San Juan Islands, north of Seattle.  My brother, living in Colorado, just bought a one-third share in a forty foot boat in Bellingham, Washington, and we will enjoy sailing it and visiting again the many harbors and bays in that area.

Then, in September, I’m planning on a six-day Maine Windjammer Cruise.  There are thirteen schooners that take people on cruises in Penobscot Bay.  These cruises are from weekend events to one week in length.  The boats typically take 20 to 30 guests.  Many of them are a hundred or more years old (the boats, I mean) and have no engine, guaranteeing these will be sailing trips.  September should be one of the best sailing seasons in Maine, with warm days and very cool nights, good wind, and the forested islands turning the bright fall colors.  Also in mid September is the Wooden Boat Rendezvous at the Wooden Boat School in Brooklin, Maine.  Nearly all the schooners in the windjamming fleet will be gathering at this festival.  I am encouraging friends to come with me on this trip – and that includes as many of you who would like to “get away from it all.”    If you are interested, let me know.  I have a promotional DVD and brochures on all the boats.  Looking through the schedules of trips, it looks like all the schooners in the windjamming fleet will go to the Rendezvous.   Our whole club could go.  Wouldn’t that be a blast?  We’d probably get a good discount and a write-up in the newspaper.  Seriously, if any of you would like to know more about these cruises, corner me at one of the club dinners, and I will do my best to convince you to come along.

I just got this letter from a friend who has been on one of these trips –

“Hi Gary, I looked at the Maine coast website after our phone talk this morning.  The Sept 11 dates look good.  The Wooden Boat Rendezvous at Brooklin should be fun.  The terms are very reasonable.  Another possibility might be the schooner races at Gloucester (my family is in nearby Ipswich) on Labor Day weekend.  But more sailing is involved, and there is better scenery around Brooklin - Penobscot Bay, Eggemoggin Reach, and special small places like Pulpit Harbor, a perfect little anchorage surrounded by hills and farms, with a tight entrance guarded by a huge osprey nest on a big rock nearly blocking the channel.  Anchored there Sept 1995 after a wild sail, a broad reach in 25 kt sou'wester, (accompanied by porpoises!).  Didn't think there was much room for more than the few lobster boats already there but late that afternoon 5 - 6 big Maine Windjammer schooners roared in, one by one, dropped sail, and anchored in perfect order, all done under sail alone. God, was I impressed...  Those owner/skippers are a rare breed of sailing professionals!  Visited aboard American Eagle, talked with skipper and guests (I was a charter broker then), everyone was having a great time.  My impression then was that Eagle was very well sailed, very well kept, and a very happy ship.  So sailing Maine with good friends, good food and NO responsibility sounds great. Count me in, keep in touch... and give my best to Joleen!  Thanks, Jon”

Need I say more?

Sincerely, 
Gary Goodman, AYC Commodore, 2010
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Friday Social – OD Swartz
	5



	6

Superbowl Party!
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7
	8
	9
	10

Board Meeting
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Valentine’s Day Social
	12

Lincoln’s Birthday



	13
	14

Valentine’s Day


	15


	16
	17


	18

Friday Social – OD Overton/Roth

	19



	20

RRS Rules Seminar - PCYC


	21 





	22

Washington’s Birthday


	23
	24


	25

 General Meeting OD Weinrich
	26

	27
	28
	1

March
	2
	3
	4

Anchor Watch
	5

Commodore’s Ball




February Birthday’s
2-6     Roger King
2-7
     Hank Corcoran
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Did we miss your birthday?  E-mail us at Anacapayachtclub@yahoo.com



                   

            
AYC SPONSORS

Pirates Grub n Grog
                              Channel Islands Boatyard                            Victoria Pub & Grill                                  Anchor’s Way Marine                                  Pirates Lair                                                 The Club House                                             Sailtime                                                        Beacon Marine                                              Ullman Sails                                                 WiFi Harbor                                                 Anacapa Marine Services                         
Anacapa Yacht Club


2810 S. Harbor Blvd.


B-6


Oxnard, Ca. 93035





Phone: 805-984-0211 





E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@anacapayachtclub.com" ��info@anacapayachtclub.com�








We’re on the Web


anacapayachtclub.com





The Biggest Little Yacht Club in Town
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