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February Events

Our new Cruising Committee has lost no time organizing our first event of the year: a harbor cruise to Ventura. Look for details in Doug Fajardo’s article. Congratulations on a job well done! 
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Our Friday night dinners have the best attendance in years. This is undoubtedly due to our wonderful cooks creating outstanding meals, and the exceptional talents of our Vice Commodore, Joe Underwood. Thanks also to Gloria and Pete Casamassima, our bar and galley captains.

March Events

Our first big event for the year will be our St. Patrick’s Day Race and Party on March 15th.  Look for the details inside the Mainsheet.  
AYC Clubhouse
This past week brought some exciting news from our landlord regarding the docks and our clubhouse at Channel Islands Landing. The California Coastal Commission finally approved their plan for the docks and improvements to the site. Prior to building the new docks, they will be rebuilding the embankment in front of the clubhouse down to Channel Islands Boatyard. This means that there will be a lot of heavy equipment piling the stones from the embankment on the property and then reconfiguring the embankment. This will occur most likely during March. You should exercise exceptional caution when you come onto the site.

After that, the new docks will come in during May through August. As soon as the docks are completed, we will have up to nine months to move to temporary quarters. Our New Clubhouse Committee is busy exploring solutions to the various challenges which are involved in this move. In the short term, this will involve arranging temporary quarters while the new building is being planned and built, and storage of our clubhouse furnishings while this is going on. 

In the long term, we have the opportunity to design and build our new clubhouse. What kind of spaces do you think we need? Are there amenities which you have always wanted? This is our chance to move into a whole new era. E-mail me with your ideas at isb@adatariel.org. 

We will have more specifics at the General Meeting on March 28, 2008. We look forward to seeing you there.
                          See you inside and on the water!!!      Ira Bigeleisen

Vice Commodores Report:     ROBERT UNDERWOOD      [image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]
Ahoy AYC members,

This month has been wonderful in terms of yacht club participation. We have had 30 to 40% increases in attendance for our Friday night dinners/socials, so cheers to all of you for making Friday night at the club the place to be.  My thanks go out to Gary Goodman and friends for the homemade meat loaf al a Alcyone and to Cecile Schwedes aka Cheffette Cecile for the fancy French cuisine (merci beaucoup). This really got our February off to a running start.   Our Commodores Ball was nothing short of spectacular, we all polished up to a real shine and with a tasty meal followed by dancing and good times, I am happy to say we all had a blast.  Many thanks to Ira and Debby for the smashing gala event.  

[image: image8.wmf]February is going to be hard to top; so I ask you all to dress up in green for our next event, March 15th , to bring out the luck of the Irish to AYC’s St. Patrick’s Day Race/Dinner.  If you haven’t had our Corn Beef & Cabbage before, you’re in for a special treat…  

See you all there…

Our up coming events for March and April are as follows.

	St. Patrick's Race

	St. Patrick's Dinner

	Clean the Club

	Opening Day

	Channel Islands to Newport Race

	Ensenada Hospitality

	Mar 15

	Mar 15

	Mar 29

	Apr 06

	Apr 19

	Apr 25


Our Officer on Duty schedule is the following.

	3/7
	Friday
	Tucker

	3/14
	Friday
	Club Closed St. Patty's Day

	3/21
	Friday
	Hall

	3/28
	Friday
	Frallic

	4/4
	Friday
	Club Close for Opening Day

	4/11
	Friday
	Listing

	4/18
	Friday
	Leong & Tsaw

	4/25
	Friday
	Club Closed Ensenda Race 


Best regards,

Joe Underwood 

Vice Commodore Anacapa Yacht Club

Rear Commodores Report:              DOUG FAJARDO     [image: image6.wmf]
This month the Cruise to Ventura was a great success – see Larry Listing's article in this issue for a full write up. My thanks to Larry, Crosby and all those who helped make this a great event. 

This trip was also an education in several ways. First, while talking to a friendly dockmaster we learned that there is no such thing as 'public' docks at Ventura – the docks you normally would think of there are really commercial docks. The Dockmaster knows when the boats come and go (that's his job, after all), and can tell you what space will be open for the duration of your stay.
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Scrape... Lurch... Roll... Oh S%$T ALERT! ALERT!

On the way back from Ventura, shortly after we passed behind the detached breakwater at Channel Islands, the beach reached out and caught us on Leona Kai. There was no warning, no reason for it - I guess the beach monster was hungry. But there we were – beached. We thought were safe, out farther from shore than the attached breakwater. The first lesson of this tale is to always stay in the main channel near the breakwater when using the west entrance.

There is a second lesson here – What is the first thing to do in such a situation, and what is the second, and so on.  In this case, we had an on-shore wind and full sails up. The boat tipped and windmilled shoreward. The first task (which we did) was to drop the jib. (while the skipper started the engine). This combination allowed us to get the bow pointing away from shore. Next, the skipper had someone call the harbor patrol for help. We also started getting the anchor out, but the response from the Harbor Patrol and the Coast Guard was fast – they arrived before we could deploy the anchor (we started to do that, too). I don't think 5 minutes separated the call and the arrival of the two patrol boats. The Coast Guard was only slightly behind, with their cutter. Fortunately, one of the patrol boats was able to drag us free (It took a bit of work!).  

This could have happened to anyone, at any time.  Moments count – a couple of more swells probably would have put us beyond easy recovery. The wind and wave action were pushing us ashore in spite of everything we could do,  and we were literally moments from being hung up beyond the ability of the available equipment to pull us off.  Does your crew know what the right responses in such a situation are? (Engine?, Drop the jib?, Deploy Anchor?) Has  everyone actually used the radio at least once?  Also, a lot of racers like to leave the anchor behind, or not have it in a usable position (like buried below decks).  This may make the boat go slightly faster  - faster onto shore, or onto the rocks. Think about it. And don't forget to train your crew for emergencies!

TRAINING

Speaking of training, February 24 is (was?) the race management seminar at PBYC. Hopefully those who are interested will have already attended.  More on this next month.

March 2nd is a 'tune up race' at PCYC – see their website for details. This is a good one for newer racers – they have 'mentors' available (basically, someone who sail with you during the race as an advisor, and help you get around the course in good order), and will be running a number of short race starts to give everyone a chance to practice.

March 14th - Most 'old timers' know the name of Kevin Miller, a past member and owns the North Sails loft.  Recently he was crewing on “Rosebud”, which this year won the triple crown  of  the 'CYCA Big Boat Challenge',  'Rolex Trophy Race' AND the 'Sydny to Hobart race'. There is going to be a 'welcome home' party, and a talk by Kevin about his experiences at PCYC on March 14th. Invitations are going out by Email for all – this should be an interesting evening.

Saturday, March 15 is of course our St. Patrick's day race AND dinner.  How better to finish off a great race day than with a good party, complete with fun people, Green Beer and a D.J. loading up the Irish music ! See you there!
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Cruising:                                         STAFF COMMODORE  LARRY LISTING
Once again it was proven that boating is lots of fun, but it’s even more fun when done in a group.  Three AYC boats set out on a cruise to Ventura Harbor to rendezvous for lunch.  The sailors included Gary Goodman & Crew on his beautiful new Catalina 35 “Alcyon”,  Crosby & Laura Swartz on their beautiful new powerboat “Puff On”, and yours truly and crew on my not new but still looking pretty good “Leona Kai”.

Light winds prevailed in both directions for  leisurely sailing with assistance from the iron jibs when needed.  I was lucky to have three of my racing crew on board who talked me into putting up a spinnaker on the trip up.  Usually it’s the skipper who has to flog the crew to raise more sail- so I appreciated the reversal.  It was worth the effort and we made the most of the light conditions to sail all the way there. 

Photographers on both “Alcyon” and “Puff On” snapped pictures of the boats on the way (another advantage to travelling in a group).  Hopefully, someone got a nice shot of Leona Kai under spinnaker- I’m waiting for the email with attachments.

As planned, we met on the docks located at the east end of the harbor for  socializing, wine tasting and delicious appetizers. The event was well attended with about 16 sailors.  Club members crewing included Ginny Mathews aboard Alcyon, and Rear Commodore Doug Fajardo and new member Sharon Reed aboard Leona Kai.  Thanks to everyone who brought such a delightful assortment of  tasty foods.  I’m dieting this week in recovery.  Following the social, some chose to continue their culinary quest ashore while others noshed on sandwiches aboard. When everyone was stuffed, we set off for a delightful trip back to C.I. harbor. 

I’d like to thank everyone who contributed to making this a successful event including Skippers Crosby Swartz and Gary Goodman, and organizers Doug Fajardo, Joe Underwood, and Ira Biegeleisen.  Even small events take a lot of planning.

Hopefully we can do it again before too long.

Staff Commodore    Larry Listing

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 This n’ That                              STAFF COMMODORE  DAVID RANDLE
Hello from the frozen Northeast! As I write this, I am in Huntington, New York, on Long Island about 30 miles to the east of New York City. As most of you already know, Joanna and I are relocating to New York so I can take advantage of a job opportunity I couldn’t pass by. I am (obviously) already there, and Joanna plans to follow me in a few months. So, I am familiarizing myself with sub-freezing temperatures, snow, ice, and the like, and regretfully missing out on some no doubt fabulous So Cal Winter sailing. Nevertheless, as long as Editor Pete continues to be willing to publish my random thoughts in these pages, I will continue with the same verbosity I have offered up these past few years. To the extent that I can comment on the Ventura/CI sailing scene, I will do so; as long as Joanna remains in So Cal, I will return every couple weeks, and I will avail myself of any AYC sailing/racing opportunities that come my way. Otherwise, I expect to familiarize myself with the boating community here on Long Island Sound, and I will offer up a running commentary of my progress as I go.


Before I go any further, I’d like to offer my sincerest gratitude to Jerry Roth, Gary Goodman, and Crosby Swartz. As it turns out, all three of these esteemed individuals have roots in the Long Island sailing community, and all went well out of their way to offer up their experience, advice, and counsel, all of which I warmly welcomed. Jerry actually brought area charts and a cruising guide to the Super Bowl Party to share his experiences and recommendations. Gary took an active part in that discussion, and it was most illuminating. Crosby offered suggestions of area Yacht Clubs to investigate, and pointed out the body of water where he had Quiet Thing II moored. Yes indeed, his trusty Moore 24 was back here in the frozen Northeast at one point! (So should I have said where he had QTII “Moore’d”?).What’s more (or moore), as it turns out, Crosby owns a house on Long Island, and he has been kind enough to allow me to take up residence in it while Joanna and I hunt for our own house. I cannot put into words how thankful I am for his generosity in this regard! It’s amazing how small a world it can really be, and how readily good friends step up to the plate whenever there’s a need. Gents, to all of you – THANKS.
Boat of the MONth 

With regard to the BotM recognition I have exercised for the past year, I find myself in somewhat of a quandary. Since I am now “out of pocket”, so to speak, it will be increasingly difficult for me to stay abreast of the prominent achievements of our members’ yachts. So, starting with next month’s BotM award, I’d like to institute a new selection process. From here on, I will solicit BotM nominations from the AYC membership at large, and each month I will select the most worthy entry from all of those I receive. Any non-selected nominations will roll over to the subsequent month, unless a superseding nomination is submitted. Each nomination should include a brief justification for why the nominee deserves such a worthy honor, and I would prefer that the nomination include a dramatic action-packed photo (in *.jpg format) of the nominated yacht. As has been the case to date, the exact selection criteria will be entirely at my whim, but suffice it to say that the things I value in a BotM entry are (a) service to AYC, (b) performance on the race course under the AYC burgee, (c) significant cruising achievements under the AYC burgee, and (d) demonstrable aesthetic achievement (eg by being a stunning new boat or by significant shipshape-osity). Construct your nominations accordingly. Note that if I only receive one nomination, it will win by default – so please feel free to nominate your own boat if you so desire! Please submit your nominations to me via email at sailj29@roadrunner.com by the 10th of each month. Do we have a deal?
In keeping with the criteria outlined in the previous paragraph, I’m setting a precedent with the first repeat selection of a BotM winner. The yacht in question satisfied two of the selection criteria by displaying outstanding performance on the racecourse with a second-place finish in her class in the recent Spring Series Race #1, and by doing so with exceptional shipshape-osity by flying not only a sparkling new main, but also a shiny new #1 Genoa as well. I’m referring, of course, to Staff Commodore Larry Listing’s magnificent C&C 34, Leona Kai. On a day when the prevailing light breeze was not to Leona Kai’s liking, Larry was able to keep her moving fast around the course, courtesy of those snazzy new sails. By continuing to shine on the racecourse and doing so in such a lovely fashion, Leona Kai is more than deserving of recognition – so please join me in congratulating Leona Kai as AYC Boat of the Month for February!

Report from the Racecourse
PBYC hosted the aforementioned Spring Series Race #1 on February 9. (This was actually originally Race #2, but the original Race #1 was cancelled due to really yucky weather, and in their collective wisdom VYC and PBYC, who jointly sponsor the series, decided to rename Race #2 to Race #1 just to keep us all confused. It’s working, right?) After weeks of crummy weather every weekend, we finally had a weekend that was relatively warm, completely free of precipitation of any type, and free of unbelievably strong winds. What a joy! AYC was ably represented by Leona Kai (as mentioned above) and Coyote in Spinnaker B, and Gary Goodman’s still-new Catalina 350 Alcyone in Non-Spin. We arrived at the starting area near Mandalay to find a light but steady breeze out of the southwest, and relatively flat seas; as we had made our way out there, we had noticed that there appeared to be stronger breeze outside to our left, and next to nothing inside and ahead to our right – so we determined that our strategy should be to favor the left side of the course after the start. The RC selected a straightforward course upwind to Gail, then back downwind to the Ventura finish. We started clean on Starboard tack at the RC boat, with the J/30 Tina immediately to leeward and Leona Kai, with her intimidating new sails, just behind us. Shortly after the start, Tina tacked over to Port and crossed just behind us, as most of the “A” boats had done. So, we tacked over too, to cover – which, of course, violated our strategy of going left. When Leona Kai continued on starboard, we elected to flop back over to Starboard to return to our “go left” strategy and cover her rather than Tina.

It worked. The breeze strengthened slightly as we headed out, whereas Tina sailed into a deep hole and all but disappeared behind us. We had our hands full with Leona Kai, however, who was pointing high and sailing fast, far too fast for comfort!

We rounded Gail and popped the ‘chute on what I expected to be a broad reach but turned into a much closer reach than I had anticipated. We were just able to carry the spinnaker, and on that tight reach we were able to build up some apparent wind, which helped us go just that much faster. Having a parade of “A” boats strung out ahead of us gave us lots of aim points to steer for, and we enjoyed a very pleasant spinnaker reach all the way back in. The light winds and flat seas were very much to Coyote’s liking, so we were fortunate enough to cross the line with just enough of margin over Leona Kai to take a 1st in Spin B. Woo hoo!

All in all, it was an absolutely gorgeous and thoroughly enjoyable day. My deepest thanks to my crew of Rick Barrett, Per Dahlgren, Miguel Fernandez, Mary Ho, Charles Howard, and Francine Redmond for making such a memorable experience possible!

That’s it for this month. See you on the water! 

 

Happy Birthday from      all of us at AYC
3-29   Michael Pegler
If we don’t have your birthday, please give 

Pete a call or send an e-mail 818-346-3324 

or pgcasa@earthlink.net


                                

            
AYC SPONSORS

West Marine                                                  Catalina Yachts

Pirates Grub n Grog
                                Anacapa Marine Services

Channel Islands Boatyard                           Victoria Pub & Grill

Anchor’s Way Marine                                  Pirates Lair
The Club House                                             Sailtime
H&S Yacht Sales                                           Ulman Sails

Beacon Marine                                              Hans Korsmo                
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