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Ahoy AYC members,
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This is my last report as vice commodore.  With welcoming in the New Year we are welcoming in our new vice commodore, Randy Alcorn.  Randy has many ideas for promoting our club, and I’m confident that he will help to keep our club rolling at a fast pace.

I will be stepping up to the position of commodore, replacing Joe Underwood, who has done a fantastic job in moving our club through a difficult transition.  Joe and Joanne have volunteered their services for just about event needing a chairperson.  It will be a challenge for me to do as much, but each member in our club has their talents and together we will accomplish much.

We had three club events in December, which is quite good considering the flurry of activity before the holidays.  The Christmas party, organized by the Joe and Joanne, was held on the same day as the last of the Two Harbor Fall Series race.  The after-race party was in the late afternoon, and the Christmas party started soon afterwards.  We did not have our traditional gift exchange this year because of time constraints, but the food more than made up for it.  We collected a full box of gifts for the Toys-for-Tots and many cans of food for charity.  The following week was the Parade of Lights.  Since we do not have a good view of the harbor from our clubhouse, we rented the community room from the Paz Mar apartments further down the harbor.  Each person brought snacks, and there was more than enough for everyone.  The weather was damp with a few sprinkles, but it was warmer than we expected.  Joe and Joanne prepared their boat Huba Huba with a myriad of lights and with Santa on a motorcycle.  We cheered them on from the deck as they passed.  They took third place in the yachts over 30 feet category.  Congratulations!  Randy Alcorn came up with the last event of the year, a “Dinghy Romp” around the harbor to view the Christmas lights.  Originally we were all going to use dinghies, but several folks thought that electric or power boats would provide more warmth and would be able to carry more guests. Afterwards we warmed up in the clubhouse with some soup.

We are looking forward to our new year and completing the club kitchen facilities.  In the meantime, preparing our club meals presents a challenge.  Regardless, we have had some great meals in the fall.  Below is the Chef O.D. list for the first quarter of the year.  If you have a date conflict, please exchange dates with another member and inform Randy Alcorn so he can keep the schedule updated.

January 1
Club Closed – New Year

January 8
Club Dinner

Jerzy Poprawski 

January 15
Club Dinner

Pete & Gloria Casamassima 

January 22*
Club Dinner

Jerry Roth & Charlotte Overton

January 29
Club Dinner

Randy Alcorn & Trish Castanon

February 5
Club Dinner

Crosby & Laura Swartz

February 7
Super Bowl Party
Pete & Gloria Casamassima

February 12
Club Dinner

Neil Weinrich

February 19*
Club Dinner

Doug & Kalin Dodge

February 27
Commodore’s Ball
Gary Goodman

March 5
Club Dinner

Chris Tucker

March 13
St. Patrick’s Day
Pete & Gloria Casamassima

March 19
Club Dinner

Hugh &Cheryl Hall
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Club Dinner

Jan & Kitty Frallic

*
This is also the night of our General Meeting.

Vice Commodores Report:                 RANDY ALCORN     [image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]
Happy New Year 2010
I am excited; I thank you all for the nomination and being voted in as your new Vice Commodore. I feel it is a privilege to serve you and represent the club both in our community and on the water. 
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It seems as 2009 is wrapping up and 2010 is getting started, things are getting off to a busy start. 2009 was an incredible year for Anacapa Yacht Club. The buzz on the street centered around our club, could we make it and if we would be here this year. We proved the Nay Sayers wrong by pulling together, not only did we come up with a club location, we stayed together especially when some folks thought it was the end of us. We had strong leadership with Joe and Joanne Underwood, our board of directors who saw to getting the paper work in place and other people who were willing to work hard. Besides Joe and Joanne, there is Walter Russakoff and Doug Fajardo, who are only a few of the many who dedicated many days and nights to getting our club house ready and available to finish our Wet Wednesday series. Yes, there is more to do. I know I am looking forward to seeing this finished and showing the folks in the area that we are still the little race club we were 40 something years ago when we started Anacapa Yacht Club, a peoples club, someplace you can go and hang out with other people who like to be on the water racing, cruising, and supporting the community.

2009 went out with a bang. We had 3 club events in December. The Christmas party with Teresa Russell, which went down in the history books as another great event put together and enjoyed by many members and guests. It was a most memorable moment when Teresa Russell made a comment after her performance, that of all the private parties she has played for, we seem to be a club that has the most fun. She saw us as a group who got up, danced, sang and just had a lot of fun. For those of you that missed the party, some of us danced until 1130. I think she would have  played later because we were having so much fun.

 Our Second event was the boat parade. We rented the club house at the Paz Mar Apartments with 20 or so people showing up with goodies and their favorite drinks to share. A lot of members must have thought the parade would have been rained out, but we had a good weather window, a light misting with a light rain once in the evening. Our faithful Commodore, Joe and Joanne fixed up their CAL 34, Huba Huba for the boat parade. As they came around the harbor with Neil Weinrich as crew, we screamed and shouted as if we were 50-60 members cheering them on. It was another wonderful night and another trophy for the club. They took 3rd in the boat over 30 ft class.

Third and last event was a dinghy tour of all the Christmas and Holiday Decorations around the Harbor. We expected this to be a small event and hoped for at least 4 boats to join us. There was a small social hour at 6 pm, so we all could meet and see if there were seats available for anyone who needed a ride. Around 7 we planned to work our way to the dinghy dock and head out. We headed north under the bridge and worked our way in and out of all the homes, circling around the new homes and returning back to the club for a chance to share our stories and some hot Clam Chowder and Chicken Noodle soup. We did better than expected. We had eight boats: 3 dinghies, 2 electric boats, 2 power boats, if you call my little whaler a power boat, and Green Flash, a Ranger 26 that was able to follow us through most of the Harbor except the new part, which seemed too shallow, and we know he couldn’t make it under the new bridges. We must have had over 40 people in all. The ‘most people on board’ award would go to Jerzy Poprawski who had 5 adults and 6 kids on his boat, then Larry Listing who had a boat full on the electric boat he managed to borrow, Jolene and Walter had 6 or7 on the electric boat she rented, my Whaler had 6, Mike and Cheri Taylor had their niece, Bill and Tina Brayton, Doug and Kalin Dodge and Green Flash with Jon and his girlfriend who rounded out the evening, making it another wonderful Anacapa Yacht Club event.

Thank you all and I am looking forward to serving you as the 2010 Vice Commodore.
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January is the end of one  year, and the beginning of a new one. We have a lot to be thankful for – in spite of the opportunities (what pessimists might call problems) of moving to a new facility, we had a great sailing season with participation growing to the highest levels in quite a few years. Since I last wrote, three separate series have completed and revealed their results:

First, a special note of congratulations go to Tim Haapanen on Sisu, who has done exceptionally well this year.  In the Two Harbors Fall Series, Tim took first place in non-spinnaker class. In both the ASBCYC High Points and the Ventura County High Points competitions, Tim won the overall first-place position. This was no accident – anyone in the Non-spinnaker class knows that Sisu has been a fierce competitor, and one of the “boats to try and beat” in this year's competitions.  Also, Tim has been a regular at our Wet Wednesday races, to the point where I sometimes have to remind myself he's a member of CIYC, not AYC.

Our own sailors have been active, too -  In the Two Harbor Fall Series, XS took 4th place in Spinnaker, and Out Patient, Alcyone and Amour Del Mar took Seventh, Ninth and Eleventh places overall. I know from first hand experience that this was an extremely tough class with many close finishes, so congratulations are in order to all participants. Also, Alcyone and Amour Del Mar were unable to participate in all the races, which impacted their overall placement.

The ASBCYC High Points trophy is based on the results of one designated race from each club in the ASBCYC. There were over 100 boats in this competition, so any placement in these results is significant. This year , in addition to Sisu taking first, Perfect Balance  took Second place, followed by Angry Hillbillies in third (All three are  regulars at AYC races) .  AYC competitors placing well included XS (7th place), OutPatient (8th place) and Sunny Girl (13th place).  Additional competitors include Main Squeeze, Superluminal, 1421, Vignette II,  Amour Del Mar, Huba Huba, and Rainbow.

In the Ventura County High Points trophy, XS showed well, coming in fourth place overall. Funatic,   another regular at AYC races, came in right behind XS at fifth place.

2010 – (sounds like a book I've read)

Winter is upon us, the time for doing seasonal maintenance to prepare for the next year's sailing. There are two seminars coming up in this area that are worth considering:

On January 24th will be the race management seminar at Ventura Yacht Club.  This full-day seminar is  sponsored by SCYA, and covers the duties of the Race Committee, and (more importantly to racers) how the PRO is expected to run and manage a race – The starting sequence, how (and when) the PRO can move marks, and how to signal the racers to let them know what's being done.  This is a well run seminar, with value to the individual racer as well as to the future PRO. See the SCYA website for details.

On February 28th the Racing Rules of Sailing seminar will be held at PCYC. This half day seminar, also sponsored by SCYA, covers the Racing Rules of Sailing in some depth. This is a topic that NO racer can take lightly – especially with the rule changes that just went into affect last year. See the SCYA website for details.



Happy Birthday from      all of us at AYC
                                         1-1     David Gorney
                                       1-2     Carol Howe
                                       1-11   Joe Underwood
                                       1-18   Doug Dodge
If we don’t have your birthday, please give 

Pete a call or send an e-mail 818-346-3324 

or pgcasa@earthlink.net

                               

            
AYC SPONSORS

Catalina Yachts                                             Pirates Grub n Grog
                              Channel Islands Boatyard                            Victoria Pub & Grill                                  Anchor’s Way Marine                                  Pirates Lair                                                 The Club House                                             Sailtime                                                            Beacon Marine                                              Ulman Sails                                                 
WiFi Harbor                                                 Anacapa Marine Services                         
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